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PLT Title 

Focus on Writing Conventions – Grade 6 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 
Using our DDMs (writing samples) we identified writing conventions problem areas.  We tried and documented our work using 

three different strategies as found in the book Teaching Adolescent Writers by Kelly Gallagher.  The final DDMs aren't in yet, but 

we're hopeful for some good results! 
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PLT SMART Goal  

 
 
Based on beginning of year DDM (a writing sample), we noticed some trends in the types of mistakes students made in 

conventions.  On the end of the year DDM, our students will make measurable progress on the conventions section of 

the rubric.   

 
 

 
Key Actions 

 
1. Record types and frequency of errors on the lowest quarter of our DDM papers.  Grade DDMs.  Record scores. 

2.  Teach small group lessons on specific skills.   

3.  Assess students’ progress by giving formative assessments and recording results.   

4.  Re-administer DDM in the spring and quantify types and frequency of errors on the lowest quarter of papers.  

 
 
 
 



 
Findings  

 
1. On the DDMS highest frequency of errors found in: 

Capitalization (33% of papers had 2 or more capitalization errors) 
Run-on sentences (28% of papers had incomplete or run-on sentences) 
Homophones (25% of papers had 2 or more errors mixing use of homophones) 

 
2.  We used three strategies to address these types of errors: 

Mini-lessons, individualized feedback, one-on-one conferences 
We determined these strategies and how to implement them from the book: Teaching Adolescent Writers by 
Kelly Gallagher.   

 
3.  We did not quantify formative assessment data as we’d planned.  However, as our display for the conference 

showed, we found evidence about progress in the students’ rough drafts, journals, and in-class writing.  We 
used this evidence to determine how to focus our feedback on rough drafts or the nature of our mini-lessons. 
In general, we found that one-to-one conferences and individualized feedback seemed to create the greatest 
improvement on students’ final drafts 

 
 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
1. A continued use of individualized feedback and one-to-one conferences.   
2. A quantification of strategy effectiveness (we’re pretty sure, but didn’t design or implement a perfect study) 
3. A reboot of a conventions skills, across grade-level expectation list – Should we be pushing harder?  When do 

we expect mastery? 
 
 
 

 


